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Time to wet New Delhi, 17 March 2008
the shamrock!

ODAY. SAINT Patrick’s Day, is a time of cele-

bration for the Irish and their friends every-

where and also one of reflection, renewal and
looking forward. In 15 years, Ireland has trans-
formexd itsell from being a relatively poor agrarian
economy into one of the most prosperous countries
in the world. with a cutting-edge knowledge econo-
my and a reputation as a world-class supplier of
goods and services and attractive location for in-
wards investment, Our success is eritically depend-
ent on remaining highly competitive, dynamic, in-
novative and researchoriented, with a topclass edu-
cation system delivering highachleving business,
scientific. engineering and other graduates.

We also remain jealously attached to preserving
the quality of life for which Ireland is renowned,
ranking us as one of the best places in the world in
which to live. We treasure friendship, conversation,
humour and good natured
Interest in others. We
delight in our music and
song, our breathtaking
scenery, and our old cas-
tles and country honses.

Here in Indis we
remember affectionately
the old bonds of friendship
and the contribution which
Irish people such as Alfred
Webb (who chalred the
Indian National Congress
conference in 1834, Annie  pATRICK, COME FAST!
Besant, Margaret Noble
("*Sister Nivedita') and Margaret Cousins played in
the Indian “awakening”. There was also the Tagore
Yeats friendship; and the admiration which Pandit
Nehru had for the great [rish writers, Shaw in par-
ticular Not too surprising given that Nehru was tu-
tored by FT. Brooks, who was of Irish origin, and
who nurtured in him his love of reading

The lrish in India are small in number, but we
have the great good fortume of being among thou-
sands of Indian friends who, including because they
may have attended one of the ‘Irish’ convents here,
feel a strong affinity for Ireland. Honouring the tow-
ering political figure of 20th century Ireland. Ea-
mon de Valera Marg was inaugurated in Delhi on St
Patrick’s Day in 2007, A landmark to the old link-
ages, the road points us forward as we reinvigorate
aned take the Indo-Irish relationship to new heights.

Eaman O Cuiy, Ireland’s Minister for Communitx
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, is in India | know he
will enjoy visiting the road, both as a minister and
as a grandson of Eamon de Valera, We look forwimd
to "wetting the shamrock” with many of owr Indian
frienuds, raising a toast both to the old island of
saints and scholars, and the transformed, ultra-mod.
ern country that is [reland today Slainte - your
very good health!
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